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NADIA FAIRFAX-WAYNE WEDDING

MYER MILLINERY AWARD 2014

And this year, to reflect the global support for the
Royal meeting, it will feature the first International
designer into the regal collection.

1ST INTERNATIONAL MILLINER IN NGV ESCHER VS NENDO - MILLINERY THE
QUEENS COLLECTIVE FOR ROYAL ASCOT GREAT UNBOXING



ABOUT JILL

10 years ago Jill made an entrance into the
world of millinery after winning the Myer
Millinery award. With a bird inspired
headpiece made from leather she developed a
large global follower base with her sleek and
unfussy style

Since the win, Jill has found herself travelling
with her millinery skills. From teaching in New
York, Judging Fashions around the world and
to being the first International milliner invited
into the Queens Collection for Royal Ascot.
The biggest achievement however, is having
the ability to make a full time career from a
niche, bespoke industry. More recently Jill has
opened Australia’s newest Millinery Atelier in
Hampton, VIC after being inspired visiting
Stephen Jones Atelier when she was in
London for Royal Ascot.

ACHIEVEMENTS

JILL HUMPHRIES AT HER ATELIER IN
HAMPTON

SE RING
HE BELL

« Through incredible clients and opportunities, Jill has seen her headwear on many Spring
Carnival style pages within Vogue, Stellar, Marie Claire, Elle, The Age, Herald Sun and
the winning Millinery piece was a global feature. Along with many editorial features and

designer collaborations.

- Millinery mentor for the first Indigenous runway with Nagali at Australian Fashion Week

- Jill's work has been worn by some notable racegoers including Delta Goodrem, Zara

Philips, Francesca Cumani, Nadia Fairfax, Jacqui Felgate, Dannii Minogue, Natalie

Imbruglia, Kate Waterhouse, Emma Freedman, Melissa George and many more

- Milliner for NGV Escher v Nendo exhibition

« Myer Millinery Award winner 2014

- Millinery designer for winning design award 2015

- 1st International millinery invited into the Queens collective for Fenwick for Royal Ascot

- Milliner for VAMFF and MSFW - runway collections including Harpers Bazaar, Jaton

Couture, Nevenka, Lee Matthews, Nicola Finetti. Also provided for fashion capsules

throughout the city from 2015



MEDIA SAMPLES

Jill has recently bee featured in VRC Member Publication issue 3 2024 Inside
Headquarters on her bespoke millinery (see below).

https://harpersbazaar.com.au/millinery-melbourne-cup-spring-racing/

https://www.vogue.com.au/fashion/news/ngali-millinery-aafw-2023/image- gallery/
547612f6f41025370a02124fc1ccdbie

https://www.ellerslie.co.nz/post/celebrating-auckland-cup-week-a-kiwi-milliner- taking-on-
the-world

https://www.prestigeonline.com/hk/sponsored/melbourne-fashion-designers- stories-and-
aspirations/
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GETTING AHEAD

In a world saturated with fast fashion the concept of bespoke millinery has @
beauiful, almost old-world charm. Jill Humphies is one of the most in-demand milliners in
Australia and internationally, with a client list that includes Delta Goodrem, Nodia Fairfax,
Melissa George, Ash Hart, Danni Minogue, Natalie Imbruglia and Francesca Cumani.
We spoke fo Jll about the experience of commissioning custom-made headwear and the

very special creative process behind it.

BY KIRSTIE CLEMENTS

Tellus about how you began as &
‘milliner and your journey until now.

It realy began as a hobby, sefing a few
s that | ha crested from home. Bat
hen i 2014 1 won the VR Fashions on
the Fied milinery award,wfich vas a ral
Surprse .. It was just amazing, Tht realy
inspied e {0 go futhr no the milnery
busiess. My background was o maketing,
it long hours and a commute, and | had
been waniingto spend more tme at home
with

Fashions on the Feld award depicted a bird
anding on the head, which | made i white
leather. No one was realy doing leather.

1 used materials that others weren't using
And I have more than 400 blocks now ~ they
are ike my babies!

Okay, Jil, | want a hatt

look amazing with the dress. When she
etumed toty it on, she loved it so much she
cried, saying, “Ive never had a hat made, and
this has exceeded my expectations” That's
the joy of bespoke.

What else are you taking into

the process.
I opened my atelier earer this year in

| immedately know when they wak n the
door. By looking at ther jawine and face

1 discussed my becoming a ul-tme milier
and he said, “Wel, fyou sella couple of
hats 2 month we'l reak even.” ve never
ever sold justa couple of hats a month s
aviays been busy since day one!

Had you trained classically?
No. | envolled n a right course at TAFE in
Richmond and leamed how to block a hat
but then | got bored quite quicky. 'm very
impatien] So, then | just began to buy blocks
‘and materias and teach myseff | hink that
gave me a real point o diference from a
lot ofthe classical miliners. | did't have:
boundaries, 501 could just pck up something
and play with t to see what | coud do, as
opposed lo being taught tis is what you

to delver tothe
customers. There would normally be about
4010 50 ready-to-wear styles avalable,

both in the atelier and oniine, and | have
introduced Jil Humphries Black Label, which
s my bespoke brand. So, for exampl, |

had a customer crop off four Zmmerman
dresses this morming, and she has ordered a

shape, | can say, o
you, or, “Tris wi make you look talr,”
they're pette. Height s a big consderation,
as diferent styles have diferent efects. My
classi beret is probably my most popuar
shape; ' beauifl and makes the face
look ore anguiar. The rght hat is ke
i faceift Veling i ahways in fashion,
partculary for women over 40, as tacts as

dress, as she
5 90ing to Royal Ascot, We tied on a fow
Pt shapes, and she taked about her stye,
she then sed, Do whaever you wart, I'm
sure it vl be amazing”. That's important
with bespeoke, the clert has fo st the
process. | made 2 hatfor a woman gong to
Ascol, wha brought i a beautiul Ao

an cleg the face, sofering
features. It feels ke you're i the 19405 and
505 when you get veling rght. Good veling
s har o fnd now since its mosty synthetic,
but e amassed a large collcton of vintage
materels, including botsof 19505 sk vefing
from France. To be a bespoke miliner, you
mustinvestin a h tof products

invibrant colours, but she vias a bit nervous,
I suggested a cream base with a perfect

materals, anditrims invarous and unusual
colours, just waiting forthe rght person to

Melner 31 Humphvies, il o o e suppled by Jil Hurghs) have to do. For example, the hat that won the  purple feather flower, assuing her it would welk through the doorl
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What s the process if the clientis unable  lovely Chanel e feel and can be styled up or
to come into the atelier? ‘down with eweled brooches or ibbons.
Custoners can send me a nk or photos of their

chosen outf, o even the colour nspiation flom  And how do you feel about decorative
anew handbag they just bought We canthen  headbands as an altemative?

discuss everything over FaceTime. During busy | think they're a great entry poin for those

periods like the Spiing Camival, Ineed about  who have not realy considered headwear
fourto sicweeks of ead ime. Some peopleare before. A beautfuly made headband is sl
ad gang You don't want
passionate about puting an outittogether, S0 them turing up on their it race day, not
] P P g wpis al
Wh in aboutand
her wardrobe?
A black hat, or They The Jilislocated
suitamost everyonel A straw boaterisdsoa  at 595 Hampton Street, Hampton,
jood cea, as VIC 3188.
important  have & hat with a bimin the tacting Jill
A a

Jifs dgant desgns (mage suppled by Ji Humphries)
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https://harpersbazaar.com.au/millinery-melbourne-cup-spring-racing/

